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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 5187] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5187) for the relief of Rodney Drew Lawrence, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of tbe bill is to grant a waiver of the racial barrier to 
admission into the United States in behalf of a minor half-Japanese 
child in the custody of United States citizens. The child would be 
considered to be a nonquota immigrant, which is the status normally 
enjoyed by the alien minor children of citizens of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a half-Japanese infant who has been 
released from the Elizebeth Sanders Home, Oiso, Japan, into the 
custody of Sgt. (1st cl.) William A. Lawrence and Mrs. Lawrence, 
who are citizens of the United States. 

Congressman A. J. Sabath, the author of the bill, submitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the fol- 
lowing information in connection with the case: 
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Avaust 27, 1951, 
Re H. R. 5187—Rodney Drew Lawrence. 
Hon. A. J. SABATH, 
Member of Congress, State of Illinois, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: This is to gratefully acknowledge receipt of yours of the 15th current 
with reference to the above. Mrs. Lawrence and myself cannot adequately 
express Our appreciation for your most courteous and prompt response to our 
request. 

te connection with your request, you will find enclosed: 

(a) Affidavit of Mrs. Lawrence and myself, stating that we are attempting to 
adopt a child, that we are financially able to so do, and the reasons why we wish 
to adopt said child; 

(b) A relinquishment and release as pertains to said child; 

(c) A statement from my commanding officer regarding my character and 
integrity; 

(d) A statement from Chaplain Evans. 

With reference to other requests, I submit the following. 

Places of residence in Chicago: 612 West Sixty-second Street, 244 years; 641 
West Sixtv-fourth Street, 1 year; 676 West Sixty-sixth Street, 3 years; Fifty-ninth 
and South Loomis, 1 year. 

Relatives residing in Chicago: Jane Bozarth, aunt, 6700 South Peoria; Olean 
Goodman, sister, 5214 South Avers Avenue. 

Friends residing in Chicago: Patrick McGinty, Fifty-ninth and South Loomis; 
Rev. D. Young, 6500 South Halsted; pastor, whose name is not recalled, of 
Nazarene Church, Fifty-sixth and Normal. 

With reference to the adoption proceedings, I have discussed this matter on 
many occasions with the Judge Advocate section, this headquarters, and have 
been advised that they are awaiting additional information from the State of 
Illinois as to the question as to whether or not the State of Illinois can assume 
jurisdiction over a person, to wit: a minor child who has never been within the 
corporate boundaries of said State. Previously advice has been received that 
with reference to the preadoption investigation normally conducted by the State 
welfare association, that same may be delegated to either the Army Chief of 
Chaplains, this headquarters, or the Red Cross field director. 

I wish to assure you that we will do everything possible to bring the adoption 
proceedings to a conclusion. In view of the fact that I have acquired close to 48 
constructive service points and may be due for rotation in the near future, it 
will be greatly appreciated if every effort can be lent to the passage of the private 
bill, so that my wife and I could bring the child to the States when my orders are 
cut. If there is anything further I can do at this end to expedite the matter, 
please let me know. I received information today that I will be transferred to 
the zone of interior about the last of October 1951. 

Thanking you for these favors, I remain 

Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) William A. Lawrence, 
(Typed) Sie W. A. Lawrence RA36910817, 
Detachment C, Yokohama Engineer Depot, 
8056th AU, APO 608, care of Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif. 


Sete re ae 


AFFIDAVITS 
Ciry or YOKOHAMA, 
Kanagawa Prefecture, Honshu, Japan, ss: 

William A. Lawrence and Maxine L. Lawrence, being first each duly sworn on 
oath, depose and say: 

That they are husband and wife and that William A. Lawrence is a sergeant 
first class in the United States Army, both of said parties presently being on a 
tour of duty in Japan. 

That said parties have been advised by competent medical sources that they 
are unable to have children of their own and, accordingly desire to and are at- 
tempting to adopt a child. 

That the affiants are financially able so to do, and that they possess a bank 
account of substantial size, own an automobile, have household goods and fur- 
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nishings, together with an adequate monthly income from the United States 
Army. 
That there are no judgments against the affiants and/or law suits pending. 
Further affiants saveth not. 
WiniraAm A. LAWRENCE [SEAL] 
Maxine L. Lawrence [SEAL] 
Witnesses: 
Artruur L. Mappen. 
June E, Couron. 

Subscribed and sworn to by the said William A. Lawrence and Maxine L. 
Lawrence before the undersigned, a duly commissioned officer of the United 
States Army, and authorized to perform notarial acts, this 19th day of September 
1951, at Yokohama, Japan. 

Lesuie E. Prerson, 
Major, Corps of Engineers, 
Summary Court Officer. 


DEcEMBER 25, 1950. 
Subject: Acquisition of infant male child by Sle William A. Lawrence. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


1. I, the undersigned attest to the fact that on the 19th day of December 1950 
I did deliver from my responsibility and care at the Elizebeth Sanders Home, 
Oiso, Japan, a male infant child (date of birth unknown) to the responsibility and 
care of Sle William A. Lawrence. 

2. The aforesaid child, of Japanese and western parentage. was abandoned and 
discovered on the premises of the above-mentioned home. Neither the name nor 
whereabouts of both the parents can be traced. 

3. Being thus completely relinquished and not being registered in the name of 
its mother’s family or with any agency or representative of the Japanese Govern- 
ment as required by law of citizens, or any other government, no claims can be 
made upon it by any individual, institution, or government. 

4. When Sle William A. Lawrence took possession of this child, he did so with 
the object of adopting him and acquiring for him American citizenship, and also 
with my assurance that such possession involved no legal restrictions or quali- 
fication. 

5. For reasons outline above, I certify hereby that the said infant male child 
is in the possession of Sle William A. Lawrence without reservation. 

(Signed) Miki Sawapa, 
(Typed) Mrs. Renzo Sawapa, 
Founder and head, Elizebeth Sanders Home, Oiso, Japan. 


DETACHMENT C, YOKOHAMA ENGINEER DeEpot, 
Ereat THOUSAND AND Firry-stxta Army UNIT, 
APO 508, August 24, 1951. 
Subject: Character reference. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


1. Sgi. (le) William A. Lawrence RA36910817 has been under my direct 
supervision for the past 6 months. 

2. I have a! -ays found him to be sober, reliable, conscientious, and capable in 
his military duties. His moral character is above reproach. 

3. I am hearily in accord with his desire to adopt this child, and consider that 
he will be an excellent father. I know how deeply both he and Mrs. Lawrence 
feel toward the baby and it is my considered opinion that he should be allowed 
to adopt this child and bring it to the United States. 


Joun G. KIRSCHNER, 
Captain, Infantry, 
Detachment Commander. 


OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN, 
YOKOHAMA ENGINEER DeEpot, 
APO 503, San Francisco, December 1, 1950. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


a: (1c) William A. Lawrence of Detachment C, Yokohama Engineer Depot, 
APO 503, recently expressed to me the desire he and Mrs. Lawrence had to adopt 
as their own child a baby from one of the orphanages of Japan. 
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[t has been my privilege to have served as chaplain of the Yokohama Engineer 
Depot of which Sergeant First Class Lawrence’s detachment is a part for over 
3 years. I have known Sergeant First Class Lawrence and his wife for something 
over a year. During that time I have had numerous opportunities to observe 
them and deepen my acquaintance. They are, in my honest estimation, a young 
couple of sterling character, good background, and properly adjusted and happy 
in their marital relationship. Not having been blessed with children of their own 
they are to be commended in seeking in this manner to more perfectly satisfy 
their desire for children in their home. 

I strongly recommend Sergeant First Class and Mrs. Lawrence as being qualified 
morally, psychologically, and financially to properly discharge their responsibilities 
to any children that may bless their home. Both the interests of society and the 
children will be enhanced and preserved by favorable consideration to any requests 
of theirs for the adoption of children, 

Mitrorp H. Evans, 
Chaplain (Major), United States Army. 
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HEADQUARTERS YOKOHAMA ENGINEER Deport, 
E1aut THOUSAND AND Firtry-sixta Army UNIT, 
APO 508, April 16, 1951. 
Subject: Letter of character. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Sle William A. Lawrence RA36910817 has indicated that it is the desire of 
himself and his wife to adopt an infant into their home. 

I have known Sergeant First Class Lawrence for the past 2 years and have 
always found him to be sincere and dependable. I do not know of any moral 
deficiencies that would in any manner prevent him from becoming a good parent. 

Having discussed the problems of raising children and a family with Sergeant 
First Class Lawrence, I have every reason to believe that the adoption of a child 
by him will be a successful and worthy undertaking. 

H. B. Murnan, 
Lieutenant Colonel, Corps of Engineers. 


I, Franklyn B. Wells, a citizen of the United States of America, residing in 
Yokohama, Japan, with the occupation forces, having been duly sworn do depose 
and say, to wit: 

I have been associated with William A. Lawrence for about 2 years, during 
which time he has consistently demonstrated a veritable sense of honor, charity, 
and high moral character. He is devoted to his family and their welfare and is 
endowed with a conscientious responsibility to the institutions of his home, God, 
and the United States Government. 

William A. Lawrence, known by me to be a sergeant first class of the United 
States Army, a gentleman of outstanding character, toleration, liberality, and 
charitable views, engenders a spirit of emulation among the men of this organiza- 
tion and has won the undivided respect of all who know him. 

FRANKLYN B. WELLS, 
Chief Industrial Engineer, 
Office of the Assistant for Industrial Activities, 
Yokohama Engineer Depot. 
On this 18th day of April, 1951, Franklyn B. Wells executed the foregoing 
instrument as his own free and voluntary act and deed. 
Joserpn T. McQvaitpgE, 
Major, Corps of Engineers, 
Summary Court Officer. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5187) should be enacted. 
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